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A Comparison of the Sound Systems Characterized in Campbell’s
and Taimage’s Dictionaries on Amoy

Ping-seng Chang
Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Language Instruction,
National Kaohsiung Normal University
Yu-zen Chang
Graduate students of the Graduate Institute of Language and Literature Education,

National Taitung University

ABSTRACT

The Dictionary of the Amoy Dialect (DAD, originally E-m#g-im éji- tidn), authored by
John V. N. Tamiage, was published by the Cuei-jing Press of the Gu-lan Islet in Amoy in
1894. As a dictionary of the Southern Min Dialect, the DAD is characteristic of adopting
vernacular words to interpret Chinese characters. The dictionary entries are arranged
according to their corresponding literary pronunciation in Chinese characters whereas the
subsequent explanations are provided in vernacular pronunciation. As for William
Campbell’s 4 Dictionary of the Amoy Vernacular (DAV), it is an expanded version based on
the DAD by Tamiage. The DAV arranges entries by basing on their vernacular
pronunciation of Chinese characters. Complying with a long-standing convention embraced
by the Presbyterian Church, the DAV also adopted the Amoy vernacular as the primary
sound system. It is one of its kind which has enjoyed the most widespread circulation in the
Taiwan area, as evidenced in the publishing of its 19" reprint in 1997.

This article purported to assemble and organize the sound characteristics seen in 4
Dictionary of the Amoy Vernacular, comparing them with what are found in the relative
volumes. In particular, we will discuss the differences between the DAD and the DAV in

terms of content format and editing.

Keywords: vernacular, Southern Min Dialect dictionary, spoken Amoy
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